
YALI Remarks 

 

• Good afternoon, everyone! Thank you for coming out today for the launch of the 

recruitment cycle for the 2023 Mandela Washington Fellowship Program. 

 

• Welcome returning YALI cohorts from 2022 and 2021.  Look forward to hearing 

about your great experiences.  

 

• The Mandela Washington Fellowship is the flagship program of the Young African 

Leaders Initiative (YALI). Every year, the program brings 700 African young 

leaders to the United States for academic and leadership training. 

 

• Goal is for the fellows to develop new skills and experiences on the program that 

they can put to practical use once they return home to create unique opportunities 

in Africa that propel economic growth and prosperity as well as strengthen 

democratic institutions. 

 

• YALI is a very competitive program.  Some of you may be applying for the second 

or third time, and I commend you for your tenacity and persistence.   

 

• Ultimately, we will select six finalists to participate in a six-week Leadership 

Institute at a U.S. college or university, during which they will share their 

experiences with and learn from U.S. counterparts and other fellows from across 

Africa. 

 

• During the program, fellows will: 

• Explore industries that will expand their expertise, 

• Participate in a summit with other young African leaders,  

• Meet with U.S. leaders in government, civil society, and the business 

community, 

• Strengthen professional connections and skills, 

• And finally, join a continental and global Alumni network to help fellows 

seek innovative solutions to common challenges.   

 

• The YALI program in Cabo Verde has attracted the participation of some of the 

country’s best and brightest young people, reflecting Cabo Verde’s  to showcase 

itself as a model in Africa and to the world. 

 



• Cabo Verde’s YALI alumni are unquestionably making impressive contributions to 

the development of the country.  Just a few of the ways include promoting 

democratic values, human rights, and gender equality; building NGO capacity; and 

leading important government offices, civil society organizations, and businesses.  

A few high profile alumni include: 

• Secretary of Higher Education,  
• Secretary of State for Innovation and Digital Economy,  
• the Coordinator of Gender Equality at the United Nations,  
• several MPs, and senior advisors in the government – and the impressive list 

goes on!  
 

• The United States is pleased to be investing in the next generation of African 

leaders to promote stronger democratic institutions, greater prosperity, and lasting 

security on the continent and around the globe. 

 

• I wish you the best of luck with the application process.  Boa sorte! 


