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Praia, Cabo Verde

Good evening everyone.

I am very pleased to welcome you to tonight’s dinner celebrating the achievements and future of
the Cabo Verde Jewish Heritage Project, which is working to preserve Cabo Verde’s Jewish
heritage by restoring and maintaining Jewish burial grounds, educating future generations about
the Jews of Cape Verde, and encouraging Jewish heritage tourism to Cabo Verde.

The success of the Project is a testament to the openness and welcoming nature of Cabo
Verdean society, which makes Cabo Verde a model in the region, indeed the entire world, for
religious freedom and tolerance.

Additionally, the Jewish Heritage Project could be an important part of Cabo Verde’s efforts to
appeal to specialized tourism markets and play an increasingly vital role in the country’s
economic recovery following the devasting impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Growing both the
size and quality of Cabo Verde’s tourism base requires the development of new experiences
that give richness and meaning to the travel experience in Cabo Verde, and the Jewish Heritage
Project is a perfect example of success in this area.

Of course the achievements that the Cabo Verde Jewish Heritage Project has attained would
not have been possible without the support of its many friends, which includes all of you here
tonight. My sincere congratulations to each of you for what you have been able to accomplish
together in preserving a unique and important aspect of Cabo Verde’s history and making it
available for the world to understand and appreciate.

And finally I want to express my admiration for the tireless work of CVJHP’s President, Carol
Castiel, who has been the lynchpin for making all of this possible. Please join me in a big round
of applause for Carol and her dedication and ceaseless energy in advancing the work of the
Cabo Verde Jewish Heritage Project as we welcome her to the podium to deliver her remarks.

Thank you so much Carol and thank you all.

May the joy and peace of the holiday season be with you and your family, whether you are
celebrating Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanza, or New Year. Good night.


